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INTRODUCTION:

Human_ civilization began to grow with agriculture, adventure, sports, exploration and
entertainment.

People relied on hunting and gathering to obtain food supplies.

When our nomadic ancestors began to settle and grow their own food, human society got
changed forever. In the entire human history, agriculture played a very vital role in the
economy of all nations. Around ten to twelve thousand years ago, human beings began to
domesticate plants and animals for food.

The beginnings of agriculture did not just occur in one place but appeared almost
simultaneously all over the world. It happened possibly through trial and error methods
with different plants and animals or by long term experimentation.

Agriculture is a major science and farming is an art. It is the production of foods and
grains through farming. All of us know that farmers spend their whole day in the
agricultural fields looking and nurturing the fields. Agriculture is a vital source of
income for every nation that exists on this globe. About 45% of the world's population
makes their living through agriculture. Agriculture in India has a long history. It dates
back to several centuries. Indian agriculture began by 9000 BCE as a result of early
cultivation of plants, and domestication of crops and animals.

Today, India ranks second worldwide in farm output. India has made impressive strides
on the agricultural front during the last six decades. Much of the credit for this success
should go to the several million small farming families that form the backbone of Indian
agriculture and economy. India is basically an agricultural country. About 62% of its
population is engaged in agricultural activities.

On the one hand, agriculture provides food security to the people and on the other hand it
provides raw materials to various agro-based industries.

India has been divided into many agro-climatic regions on the basis of geographical
features and agricultural practices employed.

India has high population pressure on land and other resources to meet its food, and raw
material requirement. The natural resource base of land, water availability and bio-
diversity are all under severe pressure.

The massive increase in population and substantial growth in income, demand an extra
food grain of about 2.5 mt annually.

In addition, there is also a significant demand to increase the supply of livestock, fish
and horticultural products.

Agriculture sector is a vital sector for the food and nutritional security of any nation.
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Similarly, irrigation which was originally developed since the Indus Valley Civilization
by around 4500 BC, has helped the Indian agriculture to be the best in the world and is
fully recognized and respected. .
Agriculture is a vast science and spread across different parts of the world. Agricultur al
production is not uniformly distributed.

It depends on various factors which also vary from place to place and from one
geographic zone to the other.

[t is under these contexts the subject of Agricultural Geography came in. D

It is an inter-disciplinary branch of geography that deals with the areas of land cultivation
and the effect of such cultivation on the physical landscape.

Agricultural Geography is the study of spatial patterns in agricultural activity. ' {
Tlie major themes include, variations in agricultural activity within the main biomes, the
delimitation of agricultural regions, the study of agriculture as a system, and the
classification of agricultural systems.

There are so many aspects included in agriculture as intensive/extensive; commercial/
subsistence; shifting/sedentary and pastoral/arable/mixed.

Agricultural Geography is a vast subject covering a very wide range of topics.

These topics are very interesting to every citizen of a country, when studied with a strong
desire to develop the nation.

Some agricultural geographers are concerned with the way in which agricultural systems
change within the levels of development.

All these aspects are Essential aspects under Agricultural Geography.

Let us see the Topics Included under the Origin of Agriculture.

The origin of Agriculture includes the Human history the hunting and gathering of
Activity for food in ancient days and also the role of civilization in the growth of
agriculture. It also deals with diffusion of crops, spread of crops, and genes centers,
Even today, lot of gene centers exits all through the world. The spread of postoralism is
also important aspect in origin of agriculture. The dispersion of crops and the
domestication of animals are all essential aspects under origin of agriculture.

d :
The 2™ aspect is related to the physical factors of agriculture.

The role of physical factors is essential for the develo
terrain characteristics, Terrain evaluation is im
development.

pment of agriculture. |t includes

N portant of aspect for agriculture
t is to related terrain topography and slope of the environment
Topography from coastal zones to mountain ranges, snow fields, and ice caps are to be

anah{zed f0|.' the development of agriculture, Agriculture geography deals with the
physiographic condition in which to topography plays in important role, The next aspect
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The commodity approach i’é:a‘

approach was important in the \
produce different types of *H@lﬁl an 0\' MD\ v m
outside Europe. It was generally adopted b U
who produced comprehensive studies of
produced in tropical areas. In fact they had a g
food producing l@guﬁmngmm and agro bas
use in developing their economic system at home in view of the
resources within their territory.

up to the

During the second half of the 19th century anc
a number of monographs were produced in Europe
geography 0 of rubber, tea, coffee, cotton, jute hemp, sugar
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regional distinctions or disparities. Such studie: (
internal conditions as well as regional imbalances
geographic relations @@n{@mu@@‘@f regions. The regio
to .7 study therefore starts with a geogra oznm inve
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region. ; ~ i od
reg In othgr words, in a regional approach a certain selected
Is chosen for intensive study.

This approach involves the study of composite agricultural
characteristics in different regions of the world alond with locating
tic solutions. of all the

agricultural problems and finding pragma
approaches used by agricultural geographer

satisfying. Whittelesey (1936) strongly recomme
approach while discussing the major agricultural regions O

s, this one has been very
nded the regional
f the world.

With this approach, the agricultural geographer hopes tgepgl_yze a_n__d_
-~ particular area intoan.

synthesize agricultural phenomena in_a P
integrated whole. Therefore it is also known as_the integrating

gpproach. Even in the smallest unit of area, one commonly comes
across a marked degree of variation in agricultural phenomena. This
may perhaps be the result of interrelated factors of a complex nature

that can be independent, semi-independent, partly dependent and
vary from location to location in the area.

interdependent, all of which
Thus the study is concerned with the kind of agricultural phenomena
manner in which these are present

present in agricultural regions, the
and the nature of their relationship both within each unit of area and

across the unit of division. An agricultural geographer also seeks to
understand the arrangement of agriculture in a unit area and the
relationship of agricultural regions to one another.

| approach the size of the area under study is immaterial.
\What matters is the manner in which smaller areas are grouped into
larger areas, the manner in which large areas are related to areas of
greater scale and so on till one reaches a national or universal level.

The purposée of agricultural geography is to gain knowledge of global
terms of regional characteristic and variations.

dely used in the European countries.
ding in part at least, to demand for

In a regiona

agriculture in

The regional approach was Wi
Here geographers were respon
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o ﬂ,‘«‘fe'ther a single or a specific element or

p———an .lnter related association of vé»r‘ibujs ments,
their kind, plays any role T

o the second is to classify the agricultural phenom
study their distribution, such as the classification of
plants into different kinds of crops, namely, food grain, for
fiber, oilseed crops, etc. and

e the third is to formulate principles on't

of the agricultural features.

he basis of the relationship

If a systematic study follows these steps, it is clear that the interest of '

an agricultural geographer is not only confined to specific phenomend,
their classification, their origin and evolution, but also, includes the
relationship which these have with the other geographic features.
Such an approach is of great significanceé in the study of regional

differentiation.
The systematic approach in agricultural geography focuses Its
attention on a particular agricultural phenomenon which is studied in
the terms of distribution of regional differences. Through this approach
it is possible to conduct a series of studies with their account of
character, distribution and relations of different  agricultural

phenomenon in a spatial perspective.

ach fails to yield a composite picture of
ctors of agriculture, even if investigated
lete picture of the area’s agriculture.

However, a systematic appro
agriculture in an area. All the fa
individually, fail to present a comp

The basic difference between a regional and a systematic approach
is, in fact, not of content or subject manner, but of scale and style. A
systematic approach provides material, while a commodity approach
provides guidelines to a regional approach which, in turn, g
direction for its own organised and systematic investigation-
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