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Aims & Objectives of research 



Objectives of research 

 • Find out truth which is hidden and which has not
been discovered yet

 • Gain familiarity with a phenomenon or to achieve
new insights into it

 • Portray accurately the characteristics of a
particular individual, situation or a group

 • Determine the frequency with which something
occurs or with which it is associated with
something else

 • Test a hypothesis of a casual relationship
between variables
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TYPES OF RESEARCH

Descriptive Research:-
Means description of the state of Means description of the state
of affairs as it exists at present. Researcher only reports only
affairs as it exists at present. Researcher only reports only what
has happened or what is happening what has happened or what
is happening

Applied Research:-

Aims at finding solution for an Aims at finding solution

for an immediate problem facing a society or an industry/

business immediate problem facing a society or an

industry/ business organizations .
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BASIS FOR 

COMPARISON
BASIC RESEARCH APPLIED RESEARCH

Meaning Basic Research refers 

to the study that is 

aimed at expanding 

the existing base of 

scientific knowledge.

Applied Research is 

the research that is 

designed to solve 

specific practical 

problems or answer 

certain questions.

Nature Theoretical Practical

Utility Universal Limited

Concerned with Developing scientific 

knowledge and 

predictions

Development of 

technology and 

technique

Goal To add some 

knowledge to the 

existing one.

To find out solution for 

the problem at hand.
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Fundamental Research: -

Mainly concerned with generalizations and with the 
formulation of a generalizations and with the 

formulation of a theory. theory. 

Analytical Research: -

Researcher has to use facts on information already 
available and analyze these to make a critical 

evaluation of the material. 
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Quantitative Research

Based on the measurement of Based on the measurement of
quantity or amount. Applicable to phenomena that can be
quantity or amount. Applicable to phenomena that can be
expressed in terms of quantity. expressed in terms of quantity.

Conceptual Research

Related to some abstract ideas or theory. Used by
philosophers and thinkers to develop new theory. Used
by philosophers and thinkers to develop new concepts
or re-interpret existing ones.
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Empirical Research: -
Relies on experience or  Relies on experience or 
observations alone, often without due regard for 
observations alone, often without due regard for 

system and theory. system and theory. 
(Example: An experimental research that may not be 

or will be helpful in human progress). It is used to 
solve a problem by adding to the field of application 

of discipline. 
Qualitative Research: -

Concerned with  Concerned with qualitative 
phenomenon, i.e. phenomenon relating qualitative 

phenomenon, i.e. phenomenon relating to or 
involving quality or kind.
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Action Research

 It is application of fact findings to practical problem
solving in a social situation with a view to improve
quality of action within it, involving collaboration
and cooperation of researchers, practitioners and
laymen. •

 It can be situational (diagnose a problem and
attempts to solve it), collaborative, participatory
(researcher take part in implementation of findings)
and self evaluation (it involves constant evaluation
and adjustment of research and practice)
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Research Methods: 

May be understood as all those methods or 
techniques that are used by a researcher for 
conducting a Research depending upon the 
methods. 

(1) Library Research:  analysis of historical 
records and documents. Statistical compilation, 
references, abstracts, guides manipulation 
(handle with skill)

(2) Field Research:  Observation, questionnaires, 
personal, Group or telephonic interviews, case 
study. 

(3) Laboratory Research:  
Group (team) study, use of audio visual tools. 
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RESEARCH METHODS Vs. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research Methods:-

Refers to the methods/ techniques researchers use in
performing techniques researchers use in performing research
operations. research operations.

Research Methodology:-

It may be understood as a science of studying how research is
done scientifically. In it we study the various steps scientifically.
In it we study the various steps that are generally adopted by
researcher in that are generally adopted by researcher in
studying his research problem along with the studying his
research problem along with the logic behind them.



Methodology (EXAMPLE)

Primary Data Secondary Data

Govt. of West Bengal.

Schedule survey

Census of India

Block Development Offices

Village Panchayats

Stratified Random Sampling 

Interview Schedule

Central Govt.,Government 

of India, West Bengal.

300 / Participatory 
Rural Appraisal (PRA)
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Secondary Sources 

Secondary source research documents are 

description of studies prepared by someone other 

than the original researcher.

They are written by people other than the individuals

who developed the theory or conducted the research.

The secondary sources may be used when primary

sources are not available or if researchers want

external opinions on an issue or problem or
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PARTICIPATORY RURAL APPRAISAL
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Research is not

Accidental discovery :

1. Accidental discovery may occur 

in structured research process

2. Usually takes the form of a 

phenomenon not previously 

noticed

3. May lead to a structured research 

process to  verify or understand 

the observation
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PRESENTATION OF REPORT

• Preliminary pages 

 Title page 

Certificate of supervisor 

 Acknowledgement

Declaration

 Preface 

 Table of contents 

 Listing of tables 

 Listing of figures 

 Abbreviations
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Main text Main text 

 Introduction 

 Problem

 Objectives 

 Methodology 

 Findings 

 Limitations 

 Conclusions and recommendations 

A. End matter 

 Appendix 

 Bibliography



Footnotes/endnotes
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A bibliography consists of sources cited in text, sources

consulted in preparing a paper, as well as other sources

thought to be of use or interest to the reader.

A reference list consists of only the sources cited in a

paper. Note, however, that the term ‘bibliography’ is

sometimes used for what would more accurately be called

a reference list.

In compiling entries for a bibliography (and for a reference

list) according to the documentary-note style, note that

the order of elements, the punctuation and capitalisation

are the same as for footnotes/endnotes.

Bibliography
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